The  following  article  was  published  in  The  Scranton 
Republican  of  Tuesday,  July  28,  1936  (pp.  1  ,  11): 


SADNESS  HANGS  OVER  UNDERWOOD  AS  DEATH  KNELL 
RINGS  FOR  LAST  COMPANY  VILLAGE 

UNDERWOOD  HOUSEWIVES  SAD  AS  VILLAGE  IS  DOOMED  TO  DIE 


Must  Leave  Houses  They  Called  "Home"  for  20  Years,  As 
Coal  Firm  Orders  Death  of  Last  Company  Settlement  Here 


Tears  dimmed  the  eyes  of  mothers  and  housewives 
yesterday  as  they  gathered  in  the  little  village  of 
Underwood,  nestling  down  in  the  valley  under  the 
shadow  of  Moosic  Mountain. 

A  sudden  bolt  had  struck  the  village,  something 
they  never  expected  would  happen.  For  years  the  48 
families  living  in  the  23  company-owned  houses  had 
realized  the  danger  of  mine  caves,  but  the  bolt  that 
struck  was  one  that  never  entered  their  thoughts. 

The  Pittston  Company,  which  had  been  like  a 
kindly  father  during  their  years  of  tenancy,  had  or¬ 
dered  some  of  the  families  to  move. 

Dust  from  the  towering  silt  and  refuse  banks  of 
Underwood  Colliery  had  settled  on  the  houses,  until 
the  bright  paint  lost  its  luster.  And  all  around  the 
Scranton  district  the  company  villages  that  dotted 
the  valley  had  been  slowly  evacuated  with  the  passing 
years,  until  the  little  village  of  Underwood  was  the 
last  one  left  in  the  Scranton  area. 

But  even  that  did  not  infuse  into  their  thoughts 
a  realization  that  some  day  they  would  have  to  move, 
too . 

But  it  was  not  all  sadness  that  pervaded  the 
village  yesterday,  despite  the  fact  that  the  older 
residents  were  sad. 

The  children  were  joyous  at  the  news  they  were 
finally  going  to  move.  And  they  made  no  secret  of 
their  del ight. 

The  word  that  the  last  of  the  company  villages 
in  the  Scranton  district  was  to  be  evacuated  came 
through  the  mails  to  some  of  the  residents  on  Fri¬ 
day.  The  notices  told  them  to  move  by  September  1 
if  possible  and  by  October  1  at  the  latest. 

There  are  several  reasons  behind  the  evacuations, 
as  explained  by  H.  J.  Connolly,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  operations  of  the  Pittston  Company. 


